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It takes a man with a good numurv

many sears on his shoulders to mnc i. i i

the time when St Lcuis nua "wil , i

town when gambling was one of the 1. '

mato tports, anJ when gambling In a

were regularly-recognize- d busiuc-- s 1 - s
That was in the days when James Mi I .

tiugh was Chief of l'ollt'. and v ' u
laut'-nc- Ilarngan as "ni. f of lt t. n,-- ,

It was before James ampueli had be n o

a Member of the force, and betoro illi u i

Desmond had worn his star for the nr-- t
time. It was when the !ii hotitil.it
of the cil was at OraiiJ Avenue, a 1 i

was Just after the urand Duke Alexis i '.

Russia, had come to St Lou:-- , and g. w to
Kansas fir a butTalo huut on the plains of
the far West,' that the raids wero begun
which finally resulted in the closing of t!ia
gambling houf

One of tho men who took part In tbte
raids is Frank Watkins, v. bo had come to
HI. Louis frum the eastern part cf the
btate two or three years befure.
was at this timo beginning to make the rep-

utation which finally landed him at tho
head of the detective force of St. Louis lie
tentil In the department for kettntc n
j ears, and then resigned IIo is now in tho
Hi cry business at Pendleton and Fairfax
tv enuts, but he has not forgotten the days
when ho was a detective. And neither has
he forgotten to mako this prayer, that when
lie dies ho may he close to "Larry" Har-
ridan, his old chief and friend.

'Tho tlino when St. Louis v.as a wide-ope- n

town is too for baek for yoj jouns
fellows to remember," said Mr. Watkins. to
a Sunday- - Kepubllc man tho other evening.

Kut wo used to hac some lively times in
those days in the early '70s. when all
the great men were living, and the steam-
boat business was in its glory. Tho biggin
part of St. Louis was still close to tho levee,
und tho Chestnut street station v.as th.i
rreatest pohce station in the city. There
were not &o many iwlicemen in town then,
hut the town was nut so large, and nut to
many men were needed to cover it.

"There were ioal gamblers in those day?.
and royal gambling houses. Tho Makes
were high, and the play was heavy Ut
course, there were f.igantie, poker games,
hut they were not the big things Faro
and keno wcro the things, and my! hut tho
games, that were playerd! At ono time, earl
In 1S7I. when we began to raid tho houses,
there were twenty-thre- e faro same", and
thirteen keno games in the district,

Kim street and Washington avenue.
and Third street and Seventh fctreet. And
some of the houses wero palacts lltted up
uraptuously, and with all the elegance

that ono could possibly look for. Thero
wero Urussels catpcts. and silverware, nd
lino old chairs, and nciJy --carved tables,
and all that tiling, and then the dinners
they utd to Serve They wiro not the free
lunches that one finds those days, they werj
hamjuets, itnd tverjond who Milled tho
rooms was welcoino to cat and drink as
much uid ai often as ho wished.

"It was about February, ISTI. that tho or-

der went forth that Ihe'e places were to he
closed. Tom fcmith and I wero partners on
the detective forco then, and "Larry" as

Cnlef of 3X'tecUve. Ther was
the man for jou' IIo could look a man
clean through without blinking an te the
best man at 'sw eating a prisoner that ever
tat In a chair. Jaa.es McDonough. was
chief of police.

"The tlrst thing dono was to write letters
to the men who ran the place, telling them
that unless they closed up in five days, they
would h raided. tVcl'. they took tho noUco
as a Joke; they had bcn running bo loig
that thfy did not thmk unyono would try
to close them up. But. nevertheless, somo of
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In the strii g of 1V the ,reat emigration
to the new gold fields of Jlcutana was at
Its height. At that time there wero no con-

tinuous lines of railroads extending farther
W est than St. Joseph, Mo., although the
1'nlon PaciHc had been begun at Omaha,
but with 110 Eastern connections. Tho con-

sequence was that the tide of emigration
was cither cverlaud or by v. ay of
on tho Missouri Illver to Fort Kenton, tho
head of navigation on that Mreain. 'I his
occasloiii?l a great demand for steamboat

n, und a great number of licats
wero put Into that trade to surply the

I had been a pilot on a -- team fer-vb-

for a number of years and hal formed a
strong desiro to learn the r'v-- r Is entire
length I p to tins time it had been rather
dlfilcult to secure a pcsitlcr, but nuw the
largo number of boafv reaulrcd a large
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ST. LOUIS WAS A "WIDE-OPEN- " TOWN.
Gambling Was Conducted on a Sumptuous

Raids Caused
Scale Until Persistent Police..

the Palatial Resorts to Close.
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WHEN HE HAD MADE SURE

the wise ohm took fi precaution of clos-

ing their doors while the gamo wai in prog-
ress, uiid of providing their regular fre-
quenters with kejs. Tha key manufact.
urers did a big business for a time, for thero
wero iiiv Lhinir. but a few of theso fre--
(JUellterk

'1'romptly at the expiration of tho fiva

das grace. Smith and I were ordered to
ben in tho raiding. ":'ho polite of tho dis-

trict eru given orders to ait under our
d.icd.c-u- , and to mako urrcsts wo thould
tfcil Uem to make In M.ino of the Lous. J
we hd no trouble at all, we Just had to
vl!i in. tell the plaicrs they v.ere under
sriest, and march off as tuanv of t'm eiowd
as v.e could taku in hand We di'in't know
it tit hrst, but wo found out afterward that
no soom r had we fcot outride of the doors
tl uii thero was another fame In progress
In another room. When vvo found this out,
wo began to go bacjc, und ono night, wo
paid thutcen visits to ISob I'ales place at
No. 12 North I'ourth btreot. broko up thir-
teen beparute games, and took away ttnr-- ti

i.n dirferent keno fcets I believe this was
tho fcrcutes, numb r of raids wo ever made
iii an ono place in any one night, but it
was nothing raro for u to make fiom lhrct
to half a dozen.

"liut S'imetimes It was not kt easy for
us to get into the places, mid then we had
to rcR'yrt to all forts of tricks. 1 would
lower bmlth t a window from the loof, by
means of a rope, and ho would do the tamo
bv me, e would climb up to windows on
lauitxs, and down through skvllghts and

vm down chinmeys to get to where we
were going. But If we had any hau breadth
escapes I do not remember them.

" It Uuk us throo weeks of solid, 1 ard
work to put a stop to the wlde-upe- ti ron-uii- .g

of fs-- ro and lteno houses. V. o did not
Iy any attention to tho ixiker games, of
which there was any number, all our efforts
were directed toward the closing of the
regular gambling houses. During that threo
vveejcs vie ralfled, among olhtrs, places at
Nos. 12. 106, S'S, 30S, ZSZ. IH Korth lourth
street, two places at No. 21 I'ourlh
street, one at No. 113 South rourth street.
No U7 Olive rtrcet. Nos lul nd ZZ Noith
Tifth strrtt, (that was before Hfth ttro t
came to be known as BroaJwa, Ola No.
lc LacuEt street, (now ubeAit Fourth and

: --uber of pilots, and so I had little Cim-- c

ltc in engaging myself as aItant pilot
on tha s'tsmcr Kenton, bound from St.
Louis to loit Kenton

On tho evening cf March 11. 1K5. we cast
ljose our moorings at tho foot of Locust
Etreet aud steamed away up the river,
being the first boat to leava bt. Louis for
tlio mountairs that yar Wo carried a
gcodij rumbcr of passengers and a large
cargo of miscellaneous freight, nearlv all of
which was destined for the new Kl Dorado
It being early In tho season, tho river was
quite low and the channel In bad condition,
and as a consequence our progress was
slow

About tho middle of April we arrived at
lVrt Hi e. Dik a f w miles bedew where
tio try. of I,ln.ar k now stand" then
rs thn f m e thin a wilderne At the
foir vie leirnit ti at the ountry through
which wo were to pars was swarming with
hc3..io The Sioux were then en
the war I 'h ogal..st the wh'tes, and we
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THAT HE HAD SEEN ENOUGH TO ENABLE HIM TO GIVE EVIDENCE AGAINST THE PLAYERS, HE SUDDENLY EROUGHT

THE MUZZLES OF BOTH REVOLVERS DOWN UPON THE WINDOW PANES.

Lo:ust i.treets. No. Ill Ncrth FUth !tr.t.
No. CH 'W avenue, and nun In r
of other places The places tl it I l.avo
mentioned are those I find in an old moiur-an'iu- m

book, which contains a not.ai.in f
our work on the night j of February 7 and
P. 1S7J. Most of them were faro hiUitJ, al-

though some were keno places.
"It was a practice during cne part of t! e

raiding ctriud to send men into tho various
houses with tome money and order3
to feet into the game and play long
enough to identify eoma of tho men
who were actuully taking part in the
raine. u ono occasion I was de'iiled to
this kind of duty at Smith s keno bct.se, at
No. Ii fouth Fourth street. 1 paid twe.

cer.tj for a keno ticket, end went to
work. In liftecu minutes I had "kenocd.

ani was Jut gathering In tho mau'j
cmo J3Gor $ Alien thero came tho awful-c- st

crash at tho front, back and side do rs
tlmt 1 ever hcaid. It was tho pollco hruk-lnc- v

lu to make the orest.
'In the cidtement of winuing thd lot,

gathtrinif It In ui.il keeping my leet in the
mad rush of the inmates for bonte wa in
which to escaj o from the police, 1 forgot
eveijbody In the fcame atcipt cnu man.
Harrigan took me to tusk about 10 laps
of memory, but I made n clean breast .f It.
und ho laughed utter he had scolded tue
enough. I kept the money I had win. that
v.ua one of tho perciulsltles of tho detail
And It was u ren.rkable fact tlmt wi.n-ev- er

a green pcllcemai.. Just Irom tho
countrj', vas put at such work, he was o

to make n 'killing" lefure tho doors were
broken cj-tn-.

"Vi Idle the faro end keno playc-- i were
forced to stay tietty well under cover as .a

result of theju raids, tho games c.rj not
altcgether broken up until some J.K jearj
later, wlmi Uovtrnor Charles I'. Johnson,
at tho instance of a number of peop.o who
w anted to put u. complete stop to the ?ame,
went to Jefferson City, and t.ecurui tho pas-ta-

of what Is ki.uwu as the Jolm-o- n hill,
which makes the keeping of u faro or
keno house a felony. I'rior to that it v.as
onl a Misdemeanor, fclnce then tho games
have gradually died out.

"Among the famous old gamblers that I
recall wero George Pheglev, Itchert JIc.
O'lilenr.ls. IicU Iloach, Henry l'errlti.

wero cautioned to keep a lookout fur thm
Nearly all the officers of the boat, .13 w 11

as many of the passenger-- , wer. vvll
armed. We carried a three pound cannon,
which was placed on the rcol of the lnat

y to bo used whenever occasion might
i.iiuire it. We laid by all night at tho
fort, discharging some Government sup-

plies, and enrlv next Morning started out.
(teamimr slowly up the river Kp to this
tlmo we had seta but two or threo strag-
gling buffalo, but none near enough for a
shot. There seemed to be-- a friendly rivalry
among all on board as to who would kill
the first one on the trip. Kacli desired to be
the champion, henco every ono had his
rifio In readiness and constantly watched
tho shore

Wo had left the fort some four er five
miles below and were running along two
or three hundred feet from the she re unier
a ?iluff bank, which extended Feme twenty
or thirty feet higher than the rilot nouse.
I was standing at the wheel en the side
faithest from tho shore, while tho second

Time-- Tarrints. Jack SIKbi. Im Wake-!!- c

M. I5ol 1'ate Davo Fo'-tc- u lYeuchman
namod Bonnctte, nnd another man name d
Stttith. FlifgUy ran tho place at No li
North Fourth street. It was a ttraight a
faro gamo as I ever heard of. O UlennU
ran the place at No. 417 Ollvo btreet. IIo
was a dead gamn man, und had it reput

aj a lighter. (IIo killed a mm at tho
Planters' Hot 1 back In tha fifties, or Uji-l-

tho war 1 do not i ow recall the oxact
time J I'rewltt was u, high-tone- d Southern
gentleuutn. lie entertained hU gucts
royally, and It was never recorded that 1 o
gavo anvuno who played ut hli place the
worst of It eccpt In a legitimate way.
Fate ran cno of tho linest keno houses that
was ever run in tho country. Ills place, at
No. 12 North Fourth street, v as a palat e.
Honnetto was also a noted gambler of tho
l.'gher class. He had a placo on Fourth
street, that was much frequented by stiam-bo- at

meu. nnd tha best cla-- s of tho old citi-

zens of St. Ijjuis. Lem Wakelleld was er

of tho beat-know- n men in tho gam-
bling profession of the- - old day 3. He ran
tho place at No. 119 fcouth Fourth street. f' After tho gambling gamo had been
broken up, "U'akelleld went Into tho theatri-
cal buslmss. Ho bought tho old Varieties
theater after lien IK-U- gut enough of It,
remodeled It in a most bumptuuus manner,
had his portrait painted In tho ceiling, und
mado It ono of the most handsomely

a- - well as one of the best-kno- u.
theaters In the country. Thru came the
flro that burned it, and since that time tho
theater has been known a the Oraud
opera Ho'ise .

"The old days were net so hid. I do not
beltcvo that there, was any moro crimn
when gambling houses wero ruiml: g wido
open than tht re Is now. Tl'e m u w ho con-

trolled tho faro houses were pretty fcood
fellows. Tl.y mado money rupldly, and
they it liko lords. I remember cno
that I had occasion to take up a subscrip-
tion for some loor people. Kv ery ono of tho
gamblers subscribed fiom $5 to Sj and tho
total wa3 n handsome one. In theco faro
houses tho workingmen wero not allowed.
The games w ero for tho men w ho had plen-
ty of money, and tho man who looked Ilko
ho eculd not afford to Io"-- a hundred dol-l- ar

or 0 a few times n month was not
permitted to get Into th game. The keno

pilot, Ciptain ' J- - A'kl ". stood on t'o
side nct to tl-- -- hcirc Wo had our rides
in a rack vvh- - n v u -- uld grab thfm In an
Instant. The bail, wa nearly p n ndh-u-la- r

next to the river and sloped dov.nward
as It cxtendeJ back from the river to a
ravine, which cnp'ied Into tho rlvor a short
distance away. Ihls made the highest part
of the bluff Immediately next to tho river
except at tho mouth of tho ravlno men-

tioned.
All at once a volley of shots sounded

clear and loud on tho still morning air.
At first I did not realize from what di-

rection tho sound had como and for an
Instant thought 'nw of the rapsengcrs on
the lower deck had discovered buffalo and
fired on them, but this thought was onb
for an when Captain Atkins ex-

claimed
' Ip ians! I am shot'"
Looking to the top of tho bluff I siw a

Lr.d of Indians peering over the brink
with bevvs and smoking guns Ii their ImieK
Iinine liately' we seized our rifles and at

houses wero not so esclaslva. They are
whit b-- oi c up the game. They Would let
anviifdy pla.. an'l rome of them sold their
tl k'W for as low as ten cents. Later on
the got the price down even as low as five
cents

Tl est? places Were a positive help to the
poln e Whenever a burglary or a hold-u- p

mi committed, we knew that v. o WculJ
find the robbers at a keno goiue; for It was
ui impossible for a thief to keep away from
keno when ho gor a llttlo money as it was
for a countryman to do to. (Oh, hov."

cuuntrynieu uted to snann about the
places'! On omv occasion wo raided tlio
pl.no at iM No. If) Locust street. This
was u notorious place. It was i"..n by
strangers, and was lu cliep ulul bother-
some a joint that we made tho fellows ,et
out of town, on the onasiuu of the raid
1 Epeakof, vvo found a let of burglars' tools,
ninong which was the most Curious kiafe
I have ever seen. I think Chief of Detec-
tives Desmond hi.s it In his oiCce i.o.v. It
was a huge augar knife, which had a blade
so constructed that a hole blx Inches In
diameter could be bored through the panel
of a door. It v.as used to make an upenlrtf
through will h the I Met could Insert his
arm and unlock the door from the Inside.

" Those keno tunics were merciless things.
Tho dealer took out fifteen per cent from
every pot, so It was as certain us fate that
If a iniin played lung enough, the dealer
would got all his money, ia matter how
much he won.

I do not now lecall that there were any
murders in those tumbling houses of the
old days. They weio conducted fulrly, and
while) thtro were tights now and then, end
tciiietim-- s some tvhvoting, no murders wero
committed And tLey certainly did wake
m"rev plentiful

' Not onl has the pume died out. nnd
nearly all the old gamblers 'cashed In' for
tho lait tim. but tho houses, too, have dis-

appeared. Now anj then I see an old,
musty, dusty place where there used to Lo

a royal game, but those places, are few
Mot of them have been torn down to mako
room for handsome othce buildings un--

great mercantile etabliahments, unt'l there
aro hardly erough of them lift to servo as
landm trk-- for those of us who now and
(hen like to wander around and think cf
the old thing-.- , and try to imagine tho oll

01 9 replied to the'r vdiey. They had tha
llvantage of an impenetrable bieastork
and hal simply to irawl back a f cut or to
when ihev Wero completely hid frccm viovv.
Wc ne luded after tho first round or so
lu 1 been tired, that If wo wero farther
from the horo we might be able to tee
them, a,il at tho same time we would !

afer, as the most of their arras wero
lions and short-rang- e guns. Some of their
guns appeared to carry up wed! for a long
distance, as wo cculd tell by the whistle
of their bullets arourd and beyond ti

Afte-- we had withdrawn to a andbar, a
few hundred yirds out In tho stream, wo
at once manned our cannon and with it be-

gan to play on the Indians, and at the e

a continuous firing ot small arms
w as kej l up Thero to be ono gun
In tho hancs of the Indians that was lire 1

at regular Intervals which wis bettrr tlk.11

tho re t We could tell this particular one
on account of 1 peculiar vvhlstlo of the bul-

lets as they pacl near us. That it wis
a hard shooting gun wc knew from the fact

STEAMBOATING ON THE UPPER MISSOURI IN

'cenes. I think about all of th old ccmblers
aro dead fiomoof them were rii h when tho
game wa3 bruken up, and soma of them, had
sento onough to put their money where it
wculd take care of them"

During the recital of this story, Mr. "Wat-ki-

was asked to tell of some of the rg

experiences that Is had had during
the raids He declared that theio were no
hairbreadth escapes, and nothing that would
remind one of the things tnat he had seen
on the stage and had read of In dime
novels.

'Our work was about Hive that of the de-

tectives of tho present day, ' he said "We
had omo hard work, but as for thrilling
experiences, I do nut remember any of
them "

Other mtn, however, ! a.e better mem-cri- es

for the exciting features of the work
that Detective 'Wutklns and bnUth did i.n

these raids than Watkins will confess to.
These men tell of at least too experiences
that tho detectives had that ure worth re-

lating, especially as Uatklnn, when asked
about them, admitted that he 'Mid remem-
ber something of that kind, but It did nut
amount to much "

On one occuslon tho two men had de-
termined to raid Dave FosUr s faro game
at No IK North Fourth street Fostei was
one of the "wise ones," and wren the l.o-tl-

Was !9f;U'-- that the (.ambling places
were to hu redded, he was one cf those who
gut keys for ell his regular latrors. and
thu place was closed up tighter than sealing
wax closes a. priserve Jai.

Smith nd U'utkin-- . were standing near the
door, wonderltg how In the world they
could get in They tried all their keys, but
none cf them would fit. Presently n, little
man with a. big 'Jag" came tacking his
wuy along.

"Hello, fellows," he said, "why don't you
go on up?"

' Can't get In," fcald Smith.
"Where's your key?" asked the friendly

stranger.
"Left it in my other clothes." .said Fmith.

"Whero's jo'ir key?" ctktd the strat-ge- r.

turning to Watkins.
"I've been using my friend's key," he

answcied.
"That's hell!" said tho stranger. "L'ut we

can't afford to Uss a chuico for .i gone!
game. Uhlngs are running high up there

SIOUX INDIANS FIRED
"THE BENTON."1865.

HOW
ON

that one of tho balls struck the Iron cmcke-stac- k,

going clear throuijh it 1 secreted
myself whue I coull get a full view of
the blurf without being seen, to try and
lucato the point from which this gun was
fired 1 socn observed a puff of smoke arise
from a plac near the-- mouth of the-- ravine.
As the smoke cleared a little I haw part
of the form of an Indian eagerly trying to
discover theertcct cf his "shot and then im-
mediately disappear behiml the bank. He
leaded his gun without Ielay. when he
again appe'ared, fired and dropped bark as
before Now that I had the range on him
I brought my rillu to bear on thu spot and
quietly awalteal his reappearance. 1 had
not long to wait, stealthily and slowly I
s iw him raising his head almvo the hink
until about cne-ha- lf his Inidy was exposed
as he was tpklng aim. While he was rt-I-

I drew a bead on him and beforo ho had
recureel his aim I pulled the trigger of my
trusty ritle and tln Indian fell back without
firing his gun, and that peculiar bullet
whistle was not heard again.

i :.NIxsN,

so 1 11 let jou fellows in on ray.
key

And that If what he did At the head oi
the stairs tre detectives wero intercepted
by the negro lookout, but they "fixed" hlra '
before he could give the. alarm. They had
nut made any ucice, and the men at the
faro game were so Intent upon tho run of
the cards that they did nut bee them enter.

Tho dealer was a man from Ixmlslana,
No one seems to remember his name, but
all aert he was a clever fellow, and as
brave as a lion He had declared that Wat-kl- rs

and Smith shod.) never raid his place
while he wa- - dealing. Tho officers knew
that he meant what he said, and that at all
times there was an enormous revolver, in
whese ' the gentleman from IoutIar.a
was q ute an expert, on the side of tha

Smith,
idea
got. .

there
when
deal--
while

J smith gilded up to a chair In front of tha
table and seized a heavy Iron poker that

i v as In that poltlon fcr convenience In tha
evert that the necessity fur a. weapon
should apear.

Well, everybody- - in the room was a gen
tleman, bo the detectives had no trouble

after they got the men covered.
On another occasion the two detectives

were determined to get to a keno gama
on North Fourth street. No drunken man
with a key happened along, and so they,
could not get la at the door without bat
tering it down, which would have caused
the escape of mot of the men In the room,
without any evlder-c- o against any who
might be caught.

So the man climbed to the rco of tha
building in which the game wa in progress.
They found a skylight, but while they wera
still congratulating themselves upon this
fact they discovered that the skylight was
fastened securely from the o. They
sought in vain for other means of suddenly,
catching the gamblers. They could find net
window which led to a room which com-

municate'! w 1th the gambling room, and so
they decided that the only thing to do was
to go down a rope to one of the frosted
wiudov s that opened directly Into tho room.

Watkins was the man who went down on
tho rope. A loop wils formed at the end, and
"Watkins sat down within it. Then Smith
helped him over the eaves, and began to
lower him gently. In his hands Watkins
carried two large revolvers.

When Watkins reached a point direct-
ly in front of the window, he gavo Smith,
a signal and he wus held there. He ppent
some time in watching the game through
a place where the frosting had been scraped
from tie window, when he had made sura
that he had teen enough to enable him to
give evidence ngalnM the players, he sud-

denly brought the muzzles of both revolvers
down upon the window panes. They-- shatl
tered with an awful crash, and Watkins
poktd the big weapons through the open-o-'
ing he had made.

"Surrender" i.e shouted. "I'll shoot tha
first man that moves "

Tho men at tho table were so startled by,
the sound of ther crashing glass, the sight
of the two big revolvers and tne detective'
determined face, and the thuuJercu& tones
of the detective's voice, that not one of
them moved

Watkins climbed Into the window, still
keeping the men covered, went to the door,
unlocked It. and stood with his back to It
until with two or three policemen,
broke lu the outside door and can. a in
take the gamblers lu charge.

All tho time there had been continuous
firing fiom both sides, but soon after the
firing from the Indians cease 1 and a hort
time after we saw them retreatlrg ever
the hill beyond th ravine. We tuuM never
tell bow many of them were killed or
whether this particular Indian that I had
singled out via- - killed or wounded. No ono
on the boat was hurt exrept Captain At-
kins, who was struck by a ball from tha
first vcllev He wore a loo-- e at k coat.
In tho poeket of which lie carried a l!k
landkrchief On examination it was found
that the bullet had gone through this hand-he- re

hief eveil tlms ard through all of
his clothing, char t his skin, where It was
found all fiattent-c-l out elohig him no mere
serious clamacc than a severe brul-- e. The
lattle (If such It may be called) lasted from
one-ha- lf to three-quart- ers of an hour. After
It was over we picked numerous bullets
and arrow points frcm tho woodwork of
the boat, some of which I still keep as
mementoes of my tlrst Indian fight,

U W. ENGLISH J


